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 Saturday, May 13, Special Board Meeting/Board Retreat, 9:30 a.m., at the 

Board of Education Administrative Building, 451 Lincoln Avenue 

 Monday. May 15. STEM Academy Application Deadline 

 Tuesday, May 16, 2017 Board Reorganization Meeting, 7:00 p.m., at the 

Board of Education Administrative Building, 451 Lincoln Avenue  

 Tuesday, May 16, Cleveland Street Spring Concert, 6:00 p.m., at Central 

Auditorium  

 Wednesday, May 17, Geography Bee, 7:00 p.m., at Park Avenue School 

 

Orange High School Students Visit the Salem Nuclear Plant 
Submitted by Dr. Tina Powell, Director Mathematics and Science 

On May 5, eleven students from 

Orange High School (pictured left) 

joined students from the Burlington 

County Institute of Technology 

(BCIT) to participate in an 

immersive field experience at 

PSEG's Salem Nuclear Power Plant 

in Lower Alloways Creek Township, 

Salem County, New Jersey. The 

power plant is home to three of NJ’s 

four nuclear reactors and is the 

second largest nuclear generating 

facility in the United States. 

The plant's education liaison, 

Theresa Widget, provided students with an initial orientation; explaining the world's primary 

sources of energy, the need for multiple and varied energy sources, and how PSE&G's 

power plant provides half the electricity generation for New Jersey through a 'clean', non-

carbon-producing source. 

    
Pictures: Scenes from visit to the Salem Nuclear Plant. 

mailto:purkisjo@orange.k12.nj.us
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During lunch, the students engaged in Q&A with Judy Rodriguez, a Nuclear Engineer who 

assists in regulating conditions within the reactors and her colleague, Andrew Preston, a 

Mechanical Engineer who uses stress testing to ensure the stability of the reactors' intricate 

network of pipes.  Both engineers shared their college experiences, described a typical day 

at work, and provided students with advice on how STEM majors can better manage the high 

demands of their engineering coursework. Afterwards, students spent some time in the 

control room simulator, exploring the mechanisms in place that control the nuclear reactors.  

Overall, it was a great tour. Students indicated that the most compelling aspects of this 

experience included the lessons they learned from the engineers, the safety measures that 

the power plant employs to control radioactive waste and catastrophic events, and their 

improved understandings of nuclear fission.  

This experience was made possible by Rowan College at Burlington 

County’s Workforce Development Institute, the American Association 

of Blacks in Energy, and Larry Glover, founder of the Glover Group. 

Dr. Tina Powell, Director of Mathematics and Science, Jason Belton, 

Principal of Orange High School, and Shafeek Mohammed, Supervisor 

of Science, 8-12, accompanied students. 

To visit other related events, 

visit http://www.pppl.gov/news/2017/03/physics-ice-cream-

helps-inspire-students-pppl’s-stem-day   

 

Project Prom at Orange High School 
Submitted by Ms. Dana Gaines, School Social Worker, Orange High School 

Prom is right around the corner, on May 25, and Orange High School students are so excited!  

In order to assist those interested with their prom expenses, the Ladies In Training (LIT) girls 

group collaborated with SPACE (OHS school based counseling program from Family 

Connections) to give away prom dresses to attendees. The event was called Project Prom 

and was held on April 11 and April 13. Over 45 students visited the “LIT closet” to try on and 

gowns.   

    

Pictured: Students selecting dresses at Project Prom. 

 

The seed for this project was planted when Ms. Cooke, Forest Street School principal, 

reached out to Ms. Dana Jones, Orange High School Social Worker and Advisor for LIT, to 

donate prom dresses. That donation snowballed into a full-blown dress drive sponsored by 

Forest Street School. Kudos to Forest Street for collecting and donating over 75 dresses to 

the LIT Project Prom! 

http://www.pppl.gov/news/2017/03/physics-ice-cream-helps-inspire-students-pppl%E2%80%99s-stem-day
http://www.pppl.gov/news/2017/03/physics-ice-cream-helps-inspire-students-pppl%E2%80%99s-stem-day
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Dresses were also donated from the Family 

Assistance Resource Center (FARC) as well as 

OHS staff. A good time was had for all, as LIT girls 

set up an intimate boutique environment 

complete with greeters, personal stylists and 

homemade cupcakes for all participants.  

 

 

 

 

Autism Awareness Month at Lincoln Avenue School  
Submitted by Ms. Fay Coward, Kindergarten teacher,  Lincoln Avenue School 

 

 

Students and staff wore blue on Friday, April 28, to raise funds for 

the district’s Autism program. Lincoln Avenue School also 

participated in an "April is Autism Awareness Month" wall. Students 

and staff decorated a ribbon and added it to the wall, showing their 

love and support for this cause. Students in Ms. Coward's class also 

wrote about what they learned about Autism. Their work was 

displayed next to the wall. Shine your blue! 

 

    
 

     
Pictured: Students and staff supporting Autism Awareness Month at Lincoln Avenue School.  
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The Easter Bunny Visits Lincoln Avenue School 
Submitted by Ms. Fay Coward, Kindergarten teacher,  Lincoln Avenue School 

This year Lincoln Avenue's kindergarten had a 

big surprise! Not only did the Easter bunny pop 

up from its hole, the student counsel donated 

over 500 eggs, filled with treats for the students! 

They are thanked for their donation, along with 

Ms. Tamika Jones and Lincoln Avenue School 

families!  

There were about 1000 eggs 

for our students to hunt! They 

also played games like "Egg 

on the Spoon!" Even the 

volunteer reader, Ms. 

Stephanie, got involved in 

the egg race! Everyone had a 

great time! 

    

 

 

 
Pictured (above and left): The Easter 

Rabbit’s visit to Lincoln Avenue School. 

 

FAME (Families and Math Education) 
Submitted by Julia Jasper, Preschool Coach, Preschool Master Teacher  
 

The Early Childhood Department hosted its third annual FAME (Families and Math 

Education) event at Scholars Academy on May 4, 2017. Preschool students, their siblings and 

parents were able to experience nine9 different hands-on math games and learning 

activities. The goal of the program is to create an environment in which parents and children 

can enjoy math learning together. In addition, parents were provided with tips about how to 

continue math education at home using everyday objects and experiences.  

 

A record number of 161 participants and 30 volunteers attended FAME this year! The Early 

Childhood Department happily gave away 136 children’s books with a math focus and four 

raffle prizes consisting of math games. In addition, they had the unexpected opportunity to 

share at least 15 bags of books and toys with the families in attendance! This was the result of 

the Ben Samuels Children's Center's Green Community Day Project, which came about from 

collaboration between Beth Pulaski, Consultant with Laurus Grant Writing and Evaluation 

Services, and the District Community Schools and the 21st Century Program. Thanks to Barry 

Devone, Community Engagement Officer for the district, for facilitating the contributions.   
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Pictured: Scenes from FAME at Scholars Academy. 

 

Women of Worth Celebration  
Submitted by Ms. Karen Machuca, Principal Scholars Academy 

 

A Woman of Worth 

Celebration was held at 

Scholars Academy on May 

11, to celebrate the women 

in the lives of the 

Preschool students.  Mothers, grandmothers, and aunts were 

treated to breakfast, with freshly made waffles and 

assorted treats, while networking with other 

women.  They had the opportunity to sit for a 

moment and enjoy some quiet time.  The Preschool 

students made bead necklaces and bracelets as a 

special gift for the women to take home and wear!  

 

 

 

Business Luncheon for Cos Crew Mentoring Group 
Submitted by Mr. Christopher Cosmillo, Art Instructor and Mentor, Orange High School 

On May 3, Cos Crew Mentorship group, run by Mr. Christopher Cosmillo, participated in a 

women’s business luncheon at the Valley Arts Co-Op building. During this time, students 

met with local business owners and representatives Rosanna Imbriano and Holly Kaplansky 

from the New Jersey Association of Women Business Owners. Students discussed the 

importance of women in business and the various struggles they encounter throughout their 

careers. Students also used the time to network and establish internships. “This event was 

hugely successful and will hopefully be a catalyst to similar events in the future,” said Mr. 

Cosmillo. He also gave a  special thanks to Candace Goldstein, Valley Arts, for hosting the 

event, as well as teachers Mr. Milnes and Ms. Irving for chaperoning. 

  

 

 

 

Pictured: (above) Beads made by students; 

(bottom) Women of Worth Celebration. 
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The students participants: 

 Nadjulia Constant 

 Megeenah Dacy 

 Jessica Puli 

 Gabrielle Pierre 

 Ruthchamar Jolibois 

 Jada Steeley-Williams 

 Yvonne Harmon 

 Iretolia Bailey 

 Joanna Marcelin 

 Caroline Prophete 

 Deborah Jean 

 Valerie Barnave 

 Maymunah Ahmed 

 Chennel Smith 

 Jose Mogollon 

 

Mock Trial at Orange Preparatory Academy 
 

On May 5, Orange Preparatory Academy was again a participant in the annual Essex 

Vicinage Law Day Program’s mock trial.  The theme for this year’s trial was “The 14th 

Amendment: Transforming American Democracy.” The theme provided an opportunity for 

students to study the various ways that the Fourteenth Amendment has reshaped American 

law and society. The participants, Grade 8 students, were given a fact pattern and witness 

statements in advance of the trial.  They then prepared opening statements, direct and cross 

examination of each of the witnesses, and closing remarks.   

   
Pictured: Mock Trial at Orange Prep Academy.  Photo contribution, Ms. T. Phipps. 

 

This year’s case was Andrews v. Springdell and involved a high school junior, Lynn 

Andrews, who sought to join the boys’ soccer team at Lincoln High School, in Springdell, NJ, 

as a transfer student. She was denied joining, but instead was given options to join the newly 

elevated girls’ club soccer team or switch to playing on the all-state girls field hockey team. 

The defense argued that Lynn’s constitutional rights to “equal protection of the laws” were 

being denied along with Title IX infractions of the Civil Rights Act. 

Pictured: Group photo of Cos Crew Mentoring group at 

Business Luncheon. 
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Pictured: Mock Trial at Orange Prep Academy.  

 

The Honorable Dennis F. Carey, a Superior Court judge from Essex County, presided over 

the trial. Participating in the case were 8th grade students Desirea Thompson, Courtnee 

Simpson, Rose Francois and Khadijah Moore, as attorneys for the defendant and the plaintiff. 

They were assisted at the trial by attorneys Ms. Kimberely Kearns and Mr. Michael Vincenti. 

The attorneys met with the students for the first time on the day of the trial and reviewed the 

case proceedings.  The witnesses for the plaintiff were Angeli Singh and Waye Comick; 

witnesses for the defense were Tairi Johnson and Asianna Kennedy. After the testimony 

concluded, attorneys gave closing statements, the jury was instructed by the judge and 

deliberated, reaching a decision favorable to the defendant, that since there is an existing 

girls soccer team, Lynn Andrews was denied her petition to join the boys’ soccer team. 

 

The students were commended for their preparation of the trial proceedings and attention 

during the trial. Ms. Kathleen Gengaro, social studies teacher, who helped to facilitate the 

event, was pleased with the outcome. The annual mock trial provides a means to educate 

students about the laws and system of government and how they are applicable in their 

lives. 

 

I Care Conference at Career and Innovation Academy of Orange 
 

On April 6, the Career and Innovation Academy of Orange 

united for a day of C.A.R.E. (Community/Citizenship, 

Appearance/Attitude, Responsibility (fiscal) and 

Education/Employment). The event featured workshops on 

topics that help students navigate work and career life, 

including fiscal responsibilities, appearance, interaction with 

colleagues and employment discussions, followed by an 

afternoon of peer activities/mentoring with students from 

Orange High School and Park Avenue School.  

The C.A.R.E. event included a series of interactive workshops, facilitated by: 

 Dr. Austin, Campanella Godfrey and the Orange Municipal Council 

 Rev. William Rutherford and Ebenezer Baptist Church 

 Family Connections 

 Valley National Bank 

 Dress For Success 

 Orange Board of Education 
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Pictured: I Care participants and students at the Career and Innovation Academy of Orange.  

 

Additionally, there was a special luncheon catered by Mr. Fortun, culinary teacher, and 

select students. Board of Education President Cristina Mateo offered face painting for the 

elementary students from Park Avenue School. There were lively discussions during the 

event. The Honorable Mayor Dwayne D. Warren and Councilmember-At-Large Adrienne 

Wooten also attended, networking with the students. 

    
Pictured: I Care participants including Principal Dr. Erica Stewart, Board President Mateo, staff and 

students at the Career and Innovation Academy of Orange.  

 

Sixth Annual Orange Dance Festival 

  

Premier dance educators were present at the 

Orange Dance Conservatory’s Sixth Annual 

Orange Dance Festival on April 30. 

Participants had the opportunity to take 

classes with top industry dance professionals 

from programs such as the Broadway Dance 

Center, the Alvin Ailey School, Dance 

Theater of Harlem, Peridance, So You Think 

You Can Dance, Ballet Hispanico and other 

schools and programs.  
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The event featured classes in Ballet, Tap, 

Jazz, Hip-Hop, West African, Flamenco, 

Contemporary, Horton, Jazz Funk, Improv, 

Afro-Fusion and Mock Dance Audition.  

Notable instructors included Charles Smith, 

Jeremy McQueen, April Cook, Maleek 

Washington, Ashley Rich, Ronald Alexander, 

Joanna Numata, Wendy McKenzie, Dorrit 

Koppel, Keenan Cooks, Carlos Neto, Miles 

Keeney and Vivian Nixon.  Ms. Deborah 

Rembert, Park Avenue School’s dance 

instructor and director of the Orange Dance 

Conservatory, stated, “As usual, there is a 

fantastic line-up of dance instructors . . . 

offering workshops for children and 

adults.” She indicated that two featured 

artists were surely known by students, Jayla 

Marie from the reality show, "The Rap Game" 

and King Jafi Rock. Several of Orange’s 

dance students served as back-up dancers 

for Jayla. Also, students were awarded 

scholarships to well-known dance studios for 

their talents during live auditions. 

Jayla Marie was the closing performer at the 

daylong event and was well received by 

adoring fans. She provided a lively end to 

the program.  For more on the dance festival, 

see Essex News Daily at 

http://essexnewsdaily.com/headlne-

news/36887.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured (above and left): The 6th Annual 

Orange Dance Festival featuring Jayla Marie, 

dance students, Concepts in Choreography 

and other master dance teachers.  

http://essexnewsdaily.com/headlne-news/36887
http://essexnewsdaily.com/headlne-news/36887
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FYI 

May 15 Deadline for STEM Innovation Academy of Orange Applications 

 

Interested students, who will enter the 9th grade in the 2017-2018 

school year, are reminded that the deadline for submitting applications 

for the STEM Innovation Academy of Orange is May 15. The STEM 

Academy is a highly innovative program spanning grades 9-14. The 

Academy exemplifies an early college model, whereby students from 

Grade 9 on, navigate through a six-year scope and sequence of high 

school and college coursework. Applications are available now to fill 

60 seats for the inaugural class. For more information and an application, visit the district 

Website at www.orange.k12.nj.us.  

Several information sessions, lead by the Director of 

Mathematics and Science Dr. Tina Powell and 

Principal Robert Pettit, who will head the new school, 

were held to provide additional details about the 

program. 

  

 

 

Kindergarten Orientation and Preschool Registration 

 

Parents, if you have a preschooler who will be attending 

Kindergarten next school year, please attend the orintation 

session for your assigned school.  

 

The schedule is as follows: 

Lincoln Avenue School  May 5 9:30 a.m. 

Heywood Avenue School  May 18 9:30 a.m. 

Park Avenue School  May 19 9:00 a.m. 

Forest Street School  May 25 9:00 a.m. 

Rosa Parks Community School  May 26 9:00 a.m. 

Oakwood Avenue Community School  June 1 10:00 a.m. 

Cleveland Street School  June 2 9:00 a.m. 

 

Also, Preschool registration is scheduled for May 19 and 23, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., at the 

Orange Early Childhood Center, located at 397 Park Avenue in Orange.  See the flyers 

below.  

 

 

http://www.orange.k12.nj.us/
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Scholastic Blog Post Recaps Effective Reading Challenge 

A Scholastic’s blog post, edu@scholastic, authored by Director of English Language Arts, 

Ms. Karen Harris, shared a concise documentation of the genesis of the Orange Page Turners 

Reading Challenge, its goal of one million pages read by the entire Orange community, over 

a five-month period, and its success. 

Ms. Harris opened with her challenge to get students to read independently and shared the 

importance of the program, the involvement of her partners and the impact on students. 

 “Over the last few months, I learned that my initial hunch was correct: that in order to get 

kids to read, they need to belong to a community of readers. By creating a shared goal 

across Orange, we were able to do just that.”  

 

http://edublog.scholastic.com/post/orange-public-schools-want-get-kids-reading-get-

everyone-reading 

 

Top readers of the Orange Page Turners Reading Challenge will be announced at the 

Literacy Block Party on June 2, at Lincoln Avenue School. See flyer below. 

 

Let's show our support for the readers via the link to 

the Orange Page Turners Go Fund Me page.   

https://www.gofundme.com/pcvx4-orange-page-

turners-challenge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/pcvx4-orange-page-turners-challenge
https://www.gofundme.com/pcvx4-orange-page-turners-challenge
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Check the district Website calendar for upcoming events. 
 

See Below For Important Flyers 

 Geography Bee 
 Cleveland Street School Spring Arts Festival 

 Park Avenue School Spring Arts Festival 

 Retirement Party for E. Benson 

 Orange Prep Academy Poetry Slam 

 Jeans For Troops 

 Literacy Block Party 

 Parent Academy Workshops 

 PreK Registration 

 Bilingual-ESL Fair 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/2
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PLEASE POST 

	

CONTACT	SHANA	BLAIR,	H.R.	SECRETARY		

(EXT.	6020)	

FOR	TICKETS	AND	PAYMENT	
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ORANGE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEPARTMENT         
                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

  

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR 2017 - 2018 
REQUIREMENTS: 

· 3 years old by 10/01/17                       4 years old by 10/01/17 

· Must be resident of Orange Township 
· Original Birth Certificate 

· Child’s Immunization record 

· Current lease or Mortgage Statement 

·   2 Proofs of Residency (PSE&G bill, telephone or cable bill),  
· No cellphone bills, please 

· Picture ID 
 

If you are living with a friend or relative, you must be included 
in their lease agreement. Notarized letters stating you rent a 

room/apartment/house will not be accepted.  

                   

      DATES:   APRIL 4, 11, and 25 

                     MAY    9, 16 and 23 

 TIME:      10:00 a.m- 1:00 p.m 

           Last sign in: 12:00 P.M. 

  

PLACE:   ORANGE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

397 PARK AVE, ORANGE, NJ  07050 

973-677- 4000 ext. 1922 
                                 

          
IF YOU ARE CONCERNED YOUR PRESCHOOL CHILD IS DEVELOPING OR LEARNING 

DIFFERENTLY, YOU CAN CALL THE DISTRICT TO REQUEST AN EVALUATION FOR 
PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES. 
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ESCUELAS PUBLICAS DE ORANGE 

DEPARTAMENTO DE EDUCACION 

PREESCOLAR 

REGISTRACIÓN PREESCOLAR 2017-2018 

REQUISITOS: 
 

o 3 AÑOS ANTES DE 10/01/17                                   4 AÑOS ANTES DE 10/01/17 

o DEBE SER RESIDENTE DEL MUNICIPIO DE ORANGE  
o PARTIDA DE NACIMIENTO ORIGINAL  
o EXPEDIENTE DE INMUNIZACIÓNES DEL NIÑO/NIÑA  

o DECLARACIÓN ACTUAL DEL ARRIENDO O DE LA HIPOTECA 
o Identificación de fotos 
o 2 Pruebas de Residencia (recibo de PSE&G, teléfono o recibo del cable, NO 

CELLPHONE!) deben ser actual. 

· SI USTED ESTA VIVIENDO CON UN FAMILIAR O AMIGO TIENE QUE 
ESTAR INSCRITO EN EL CONTRACTO DE ARRENDAMIENTO. NO SE 

ACEPTARA CARTAS NOTARIZADA.  
 

REGISTRACIÓN: 

ABRIL 4. 11, y 25 

MAYO 9, 16, y 23 

10:00 A.M – 1:00 P.M 

Tiene que firmer antes de las 12:00pm  

LUGAR: ORANGE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

397 PARK AVE, ORANGE, NJ  07050 

(973) 677-4000 ext 1922 

 

            

SI USTED ESTA PREOCUPADO POR QUE SU HIJO/HIJA ESTA DESAROLLANDO ALGUN 
PROBLEMA DE APRENDISAJE O APRENDIENDO DIFERENTE FAVOR DE CONTACTAR AL 
DEPARTAMENTO DE SERVICIOS ESPECIALES EN EL DISRITO. 
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