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 Reminder, Monday, October 10, school is in session and there is a 2:30 

p.m. dismissal for students. 

 See Below for other events and activities. 

 

Week of Respect 2016 
 

The week beginning the first Monday in October is recognized 

as the Week of Respect in New Jersey schools, as delineated in 

the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act (P.L.2010, c.122). For 2016, 

the Orange Public Schools observed the week, October 3 – 7, 

with a variety of activities where each school participated in 

age-appropriate events, which incorporated character building, 

bullying prevention and respect for self, others and community. 

Some of the Week of Respect activities, organized by HIB (Harassment, Intimidation and 

Bullying) Coordinators, included: 

 

School HIB Coordinator Activity 

CIAO Donald Nicholson 

 
 HIB Poster Contest 

 HIB Quiz/Prize award 

 Team building activities 

Heywood Nefertitti Scott 

 
 Read books/write essay on respect/manners 

 Respect your body 

 Cyber safety  

 Respect assembly 

OHS Dana Jones  Supplement lesson plans to highlight respect for self, others 

and community 

Cleveland Radalia Dixon-

Amar 

 

 Compliment Day 

 T.H.I.N.K. Before You Speak Day 

 Dress Down Day 

Orange 

Prep 

Malika Berry  

 
 Reward for being an Upstander not a Bystander 

 Blue Shirt Stomp out Bullying Day 

 Visit by NJ Jets 

 World Smile Day event (See report in an upcoming issue) 

OACS Pamela Venable  Stomp out bullying, Wear Blue Shirts Day 

 Be a Bucket Filler and Not a Bucket Dipper 

Park Mutahannah 

Peacock 
 Rules for respect announcement 

 Quote of the day 

 Homeroom teachers discuss the message of daily quote 

Forest Daneen Collins-

Grayson 

 

 Blue Shirt Day World Day of Bullying Prevention 

 Sign “I Am a Kid Against Bullying” banner 

 Donations to acknowledge respect for your community  

 Dressed for Success and Respect Day 

mailto:purkisjo@orange.k12.nj.us
mailto:purkisjo@orange.k12.nj.us?subject=OBOE-Mail Blast Feedback
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Lincoln Kathleen Feeley 

 
 Warm Hearts and Strong Hands 

 Sign anti-bullying banner 

 Random Acts of Kindness Day 

 Door decorating contest 

 Be Kind, Be Fearless, Be a Superhero Day 

RPCS Natasha Murphy 

 
 Discovering respect activity, including acrostic poetry 

 Unity Day activity 

 Respect and Pride Day recognizing perfect attendance and 

on time arrival with certificates 

 Six characteristics of respect and signing respect banner 

 
 

Back to School Night at Orange Preparatory Academy  
 

 

 

 

  
Pictured above: Scenes from Orange 

Prep’s Back-to-School-Night.  

 

Back-to-School Night at Orange Preparatory 

Academy, one of the district’s three community 

schools, was held on September 27. The school 

welcomed returning and new Grade 8 and 9 

families. The welcome began in the school’s lobby 

where parents and students picked up class 

schedules and various information packages, 

including information about the district’s Parent 

Academy the school’s PTSO and more. Student 

ambassadors assisted teachers, along with 

Montclair State University staff, supporting Orange 

Prep’s community school model.  

After gathering information, families were 

ushered in to the auditorium for introductions from 

Co-Principal Aretha Malloy. She gave an overview 

to families, presented the school’s administrators, 

Assistant Principals, Mrs. Samantha Fossella and 

Mr. Noel Cruz, teachers by content areas, the 

school nurse and counselors. Ms. Malloy also 

introduced a new mantra - choices, “I will make 

the right choices and unleash my power.” She 

highlighted that tardiness is not a choice, 

repeating that students must be in school no later 

than 8:15 a.m. to begin 1st block at 8:20 a.m. She 

also asked parents to complete lunch applications 

and surveys to help the school better serve 

students.  

Before parents left to visit their child’s classes, 

there was a brief overview given in Spanish by 

Ms. Vivian Paiz, district translator, and a message 

about the community school designation for 

Orange Prep by Ms. Stephanie Desange, 

Community School Coordinator. 
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Pictured above: Scenes from Orange Prep’s Back-to-School-Night.  
 

Back to School Night at the Career and Innovation Academy of 

Orange School 
 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from CIAO’s Back-to-School-Night. 

At the Career and Innovation 

Academy of Orange, friendly staff 

members (pictured far left) and 

delectable cookies greeted families. 

Parents signed in, visited with the 

school counselor, completed a school 

survey and met with teachers about 

their child. Superintendent of Schools, 

Mr. Ronald C. Lee, along with Deputy 

Superintendent Dr. Paula Howard and 

Director of Special Services Mrs. 

Shelly Harper also visited the school 

to support Principal Dr. Erica Stewart. 

Cookies were made in the culinary 

class and presented by teacher, Mr. 

Pedro Fortun. 

 

Back to School Night at Orange High School 
 

As Orange High families entered the school on 

September 27, 

they were 

greeted by 

staff (pictured 

left and right) 

and instructed 

to collect their 

child’s 

schedule and follow the roster to visit teachers 

waiting to inform them about course requirements. 
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Co-Principals, Dr. Kalisha Morgan and Mr. Jason Belton were on hand to direct parents and 

answer questions, along with guidance counselors. 

The Culinary Club, led by Ms. Eileen Ninivaggi, the club’s advisor, had a special treat for 

parents. Her students offered refreshments to families, as they passed in the hall on their 

way to class.  

 
Pictured: Culinary Club students serve parents during Back to School Night. 
  

Back to School Night at Rosa Parks Community School 
 

With over 1,000 students, Rosa Parks Community 

School (RPCS) had a busy evening hosting the 

throng of families attending Back to School Night 

on September 28. Principal Ms. Debra Joseph 

Charles coordinated the effort by presenting to 

families by grade level, in two sessions. Parents of 

K through Grade 3 students met in the cafeteria 

starting at 3:30 p.m. and parents of Grade 4 - 7 

students met beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

At both sessions, parents had an opportunity to 

receive real-time translation of the presentation in 

Spanish and Creole from the district translators, 

Ms. Vivian Paiz and Mr. Specker Antoine. Headsets 

were handed out to those needing translation 

during each session.  

Principal Joseph Charles gave a detailed overview 

of the school. She introduced the administrative 

staff: Mr. Oliverto Agosto, Dean of Students, 

formerly Assistant Principal, and Assistant 

Principals, Mr. Joshua Chuy and Mr. Terence 

Wesley, who is new to RPCS.  

At the early session, there was a special 

presentation for Kindergarten parents, which 

reviewed curriculum information on Work 

Sampling, the IRead Program, ST Math and more, 

before parents visited with teachers. Kindergarten 

parents were invited back for the general 

presentation that detailed accomplishments, 

achievements and goals.   

 

 

 

 
Pictured above: Scenes from RPCS’s 

Back to School Night. 
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Ms. Joseph Charles proudly highlighted that RPCS 

teachers were recognized by the Superintendent 

for achieving high Student Growth Percentiles and 

that the school will once again participate in the 

Disney Musical in Schools program with the NJ 

Performing Arts Center. Last year the RPCS won a 

grant and successfully presented the Lion King 

Kids. The students were featured in an ad 

promoting the program (pictured below). This 

school year they will perform Aladdin.  The school 

has also produced a Positive Behavior Support in 

Schools (PBSIS) instructional video to support 

character education.  

 

Her goals for the coming year include improved 

attendance, reducing tardiness, increasing student 

achievement and continuing the improvement in 

the school’s climate and culture.  

Parents then visited with teachers, gaining an 

understanding of course requirements and class 

expectations. Parents were also presented with 

information about the community school activities 

and partners, the district’s Parent Academy and the 

school’s PTA. 

 

 

 

 
Pictured (above and left): Scenes from 

RPCS’s Back to School Night. 
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Montclair Art Museum Dedication 
Contributed by Ms. Barbara Clark, Treasurer, Orange Education Foundation 

Ms. Debra Rembert's Concepts in 

Choreography (pictured right) 

“performed beautifully” at the 

dedication of an entrance to the 

Vance Wall Art Education Center of 

the Montclair Art Museum (pictured 

left) on October 2, honoring the late 

Nathaniel C. Harris, Jr. Mr. Harris, 

who served as trustee, president, and 

president emeritus of the museum, is 

the late husband of retired Orange 

Guidance Counselor Mrs. Frazeal Harris, and father of current 

employee Ms. Courtney Harris Lee.   

Ms. Rembert is Park Avenue School’s dance instructor and director of the district’s Orange 

Dance Conservatory. Ms. Barbara Clark, Treasurer of the Orange Education Foundation, 

who was present at the dedication ceremony, said,  “We are inspired by these talented 

students.”  

 

FYI  
  
 

Pictured: Orange High 

School cheerleaders 

advertised the Cheer For 

the Cure showcase held on 

October 6, at Foley Field 

in Bloomfield. Submitted 

by Ms. Tosha Brown, dance 

instructor at Orange High 

School/ cheerleader coach. 

 

Berry’s Butterflies 
 

The Orange Preparatory Academy female mentoring group, Berry’s Butterflies, is recruiting 

participants for the new school year. Many students have expressed an interest in becoming 

a Butterfly, which will make the group over 50 strong and will require more resources. To 

assist the group in its fundraising effort, Ms. Malika Berry, school counselor and group 

leader, has launched a shirt sale. “Our online shirt sale is open and ready 

for patrons,” said Ms. Berry. “Please support the online sale. All proceeds 

will benefit the group’s retreat.  The sale will be open until October 21 

and shirts will be delivered approximately 2 weeks after the final day. To 

purchase a shirt, in support of Berry’s Butterflies, click the following link: 

https://www.bonfirefunds.com/berrys-butterflies-retreat.  

https://www.bonfirefunds.com/berrys-butterflies-retreat
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Tough Enough to Wear Pink Out 

 

In recognition of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the 

Orange Public School District will again host the annual Pink Out 

Football Game on October 28, sponsored by the district’s 

Athletic Department. Purchasing and wearing the new Pink-Out 

shirt*, which are being sold for $15, will gain the wearer free 

admission to the game against Newark’s Central High School. 

The game will take place at Bell Stadium in Orange at 7:00 p.m.  

Prior to the game, there will be two Pink Out Days, where 

participants will dress down in pink, on Friday, October 21 and 

Friday, October 28, 2016. To voluntarily dress down on those days, participants must make a 

$5 contribution to the American Cancer Society. All proceeds/donations will be presented to 

the American Cancer Society, on October 28, at the game. 

*All Students/Staff members that purchase the Pink-Out T-shirt, for $15, will receive 

free admission to the football game Friday, October 28, OHS vs. Central HS @ 7pm. 

Pink-Out shirt must be worn for free admission.  

 

National Principals Month 

Submitted by Ms. Faith Alcantara, Principal, Heywood Avenue School/President of the OASA 

 

 

National Principals Month recognizes the essential role that principals play in making a 

school great. Each October, NASSP, NAESP, and AFSA seek to honor these unsung heroes 

for their tireless efforts in pursuit of excellence in education. 

National Principals Month is marked by national and state resolutions supporting the event, 

as well as acknowledgements from top government officials. However, the most important 

National Principals Month celebrations are those that take place in schools and communities 

across the country. 

Schools, let us know what you are doing to celebrate National Principals Month. 

 

Save the Date - Teen Summit 2016 

 

Summit 2016 is planned for Saturday, November 19 at Lincoln 

Avenue School. Registration is required and will soon be available 

on-line. Stay-tuned for more information. 
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Internet Essentials from Comcast  

 

For information about Internet Essentials, including program 

eligibility criteria, visit www.internetessentials.com or 

es.internetessentials.com, or call 1-855-8-INTERNET (1-855-846-

8376). For Spanish call: 1-855-SOLO-995 (1-855-765-6995). 

 

 

See Below for Important Flyers: 

 Fall Preschool Registration Schedule 

 Scholars Academy Cardboard Challenge 

 Pink-Out Football Game for Cancer Awareness 

 Tornadoes Fall Sports 
 

 

 

 

http://www.internetessentials.com/
http://es.internetessentials.com/
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