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Math Night at Oakwood Avenue Community School 
Submitted by Ms. Lakenya Francis-Griffin, Grade 1 teacher, Oakwood Avenue Community 

School 

 

 

  

 

   

Oakwood Avenue Community School (OACS) held its 

second annual Math night on October 6, hosted by its 

K-3rd grade team. Teachers in each grade level 

created games and activities along with easy 

instructions for parents to follow after a quick 

demonstration. After instruction, parents played the 

games with their children. All games and activities 

addressed the major standards in each grade level. In 

addition to the interactive games, Oakwood also 

presented a technology tool called 

MobyMax.com.  Parents were impressed with the 

various ways to utilize the site such as fluency practice 

in all operations from PreK-8th grade. All attendees 

were given take home materials and important 

handouts at each station.  

  
Pictured (above and left): Scenes from OACS Math Night.  
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Pictured above: Scenes from OACS Math Night.  

 

Varsity Soccer Team Makes History for Orange High School 
Submitted by Mr. Mohammed Abdelaziz, Assistant Principal - Athletics, Orange High School 

On October 12, 2016, the Orange 

High School Varsity Girls Soccer 

team (pictured left with coaches) 

defeated North 13th Street Tech, 7 to 

1, to win its first County Tournament 

Game in Orange High School Girls 

Soccer history! The team played a 

great game, scoring a goal early in 

the first half, 5 minutes in to the 

game. North 13th Street then scored 

on a penalty shot, but our girls 

showed determination, scoring 5 

more goals before half time and 

adding one goal in the second half to 

secure victory and school history.   

The athletic department commends Coach Peter Naumowicz and Coach Stephanie Ross, who 

are both very proud of the team’s hard work and dedication, as they attempt to build a 

strong student-athlete program, promoting opportunities to enhance college portfolios and 

possible scholarships for Orange High School students. Assistant Principal, Mohammed 

Abdelaziz thanks the coaches, adding, “Please join me in congratulating the Orange HS girls 

Varsity Soccer team in a job well done!  Wish them luck in the next round of competition 

against Newark Academy on Monday, October 17, 2016 at 4 p.m., at Newark Academy. 

 

The "OACS" Mobile App 

   
Download It TODAY!!! 
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2016 Violence Awareness Week and Red Ribbon Week Activities  
Contributed by Mr. Darryl Smith, Supervisor of Guidance 

School Violence Awareness Week, as required by the NJ Department of Education in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:36-5.1, is the third Monday in October of each year (October 

17- 21 in 2016). Activities planned by schools across the district will address violence 

prevention, including age-appropriate opportunities for student discussion about “conflict 

resolution, issues of student diversity, and tolerance.” 

Also, October 23-31 is Red Ribbon Week. A week during which the nation 

honors the memory of slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena who lost his life 

in the fight against drugs. Around his memory the National Family 

Partnership (NFP) provides drug awareness by sponsoring the annual 

National Red Ribbon Campaign™. The theme of this year’s campaign is 

YOLO - You Only Live Once. 

Some of the activities represented in all schools, include: 

School Harassment/Intimidation 

and Bullying (HIB) 

/Intervention and Referral 

Service (I&RS) Coordinator 

Violence Prevention Red Ribbon Week 

OHS  Dana Jones 

 Lyle Wallace (I&RS) 

 Supplement lesson plans 

to highlight respect for 

self, others and 

community 

 Special Agent from DEA 

Office will present history 

of Red Ribbon Week, and 

information re dangers of 

drugs 

OACS Pamela Venable  McGruff “Take a Bite out 

of Crime” 

 Substance Abuse 

Presentation 

 Steered Straight - 

Interactive Performance 

 Fire Safety/Emergency 

Preparedness 

 Gang Awareness & 

Disharmony in the 

Community 

 Unity Day Pep Rally 

 YOLO, Be Drug Free - “You 

Only Live Once” Poster and 

Poetry Writing Contest 

Forest Daneen Collins-Grayson 

 
 Team Up Against 

violence - Kick Off 

 Violence Free School of 

Respect Activity 

 Wear Orange for Unity 

Day 

 Sock it to violence, wear 

crazy socks  

 Smile for Peace 

 What will Your Red Ribbon 

Say About You 

 Put A Cap On Drugs! 

 Middle School Presentation 

by district SAC and OHS 

students 

 Wear Read Day - show 

solidarity 

 Classroom lessons from 

teachers 

Lincoln Kathleen Feeley 

 

   Say No Sweat to 

drugs/alcohol and tobacco 

- dress in sweats 

 Sock it to Drug - wear crazy 

socks 

 Team up against drugs - 

wear sports jerseys 

 Backwards Day - back on 

drugs represented by 

dressing backwards 
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Park Mutahannah Peacock  Combat Bullying - Fruit 

Ninja themed bulletin 

board 

 Stand up to Bullying 

certificate presentation 

 Why Red Ribbon Week 

 Red Ribbon Pledge 

 Here’s How to Say No will 

be read 

 Distribute pencils and 

bookmarks 

 Sock it to Drugs Day 

RPCS Natasha Murphy   Wear Red Day 

 Put a Cap on Drugs 

 Hands off Drugs - hands 

cut-outs 

 Be a Hero not a Zero 

 School Pride Day  

 

The National Council of Negro Women, Chapter for the Oranges, 

Extends Gifts to Oakwood Avenue Community School 2nd Grade 
Submitted by Mr. Robert Pettit, Principal, Oakwood Avenue Community School 

 

 
Pictured: Students with gifts. 

 
Pictured: Thank you notes for the NCNW. 

 
 Pictured: Principal Pettit with members of 

the NCNW. 

Oakwood Avenue Community School (OACS) 

second grade teachers, Mrs. Rose Morrisroe and 

Mr. Larry Willis, were chosen to receive school 

supplies from the National Council of Negro 

Women (NCNW), Chapter for the Oranges. 

Former Community School Site Coordinator, Ms. 

Rachel Bland, commented, “They must have 

heard of the wonderful work that our second 

grade teachers are doing and wanted to support 

them in any way they could.” 

Ms. Brenda Myrick , President of NCNW, and 

Reverend Ella Johnson initiated the outreach by 

supporting the efforts of OACS teachers and 

students. They understand the importance of 

students having the resources needed to be 

successful in school and out.  

Mrs. Morrisroe’s class wrote personal thank you 

letters to NCNW and followed up with pictures 

of the students holding their new school 

supplies. In the picture the children have an ear-

to-ear smile as they celebrate NCNW’s kind 

generosity. “It is kind gestures like gifting 

students school supplies that build community 

relations and pay it forward,” said Mrs. 

Morrisroe,  “I am very grateful to NCNW for 

putting children first and collaborating with 

OACS.”  

Mr. Willis’s class printed out a picture of Mary 

McLeod Bethune, founder of NCNW, for students 

to sign. 



 5 

 

Mr. Pettit, Principal of OACS offered two quotes invoked by the generous donations: 

We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give. - Sir Winston Churchill and 

No person was ever honored for what he received, but for what he gave. - Calvin Coolidge 

Background: National Council of Negro Women Mission: 

Extraordinary educator and political leader Mary McLeod Bethune (1875-1955) founded 

NCNW in 1935 and envisioned it to be an "organization of organizations" that would 

represent the national and international concerns of Black women. It would also give Black 

women the opportunity to realize their goals for social justice and human rights through 

united, constructive action. Today, the National Council of Negro Women, Inc. (NCNW) is a 

council of 39 affiliated national African American women's organizations and over 240 

sections - connecting nearly 4 million women worldwide! 

 

Heywood Avenue Sister2Sister Program Attends Movie Opening 
Submitted by Ms. Faith Alcantara, Principal, Heywood Avenue School 

Seven members of the "Sister2Sister" mentoring group from Heywood 

attended a Red Carpet movie event at SOPAC hosted by the North 

Jersey Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. on Saturday, 

October 2nd to view the new Disney film, "The Queen of Katwe".  The 

movie is based on the real life story of Phiona, a 10 year old girl living 

in the slums of Uganda, who learns how to play Chess and begins to 

do so competitively, opening doors to a brighter future for her and 

her family and a chance to 

escape a life of poverty. 

Sister2Sister members 

enjoyed their movie 

experience and were inspired by the story of this 

young girl who showed perseverance and 

determination in spite of her circumstances, an 

example that all can learn.  This is one of many 

experiences planned for Heywood’s girls this year, 

as they celebrate their "sisterhood" and continue to 

build supportive and positive friendships with each 

other.  

 
Pictured: Sister2Sister members at “The Queen of Katwe" movie opening.   
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Rosa Parks Community School Art Show at the Board of 

Education  
 

The Rosa Parks 

Community School 

(RPCS) Art Show, 

currently on display at 

the Board of Education 

office, is a colorful 

showing of student work, 

arranged by art teachers 

Ms. Aggie Wszolkowski 

and Ms. Veronica Barahona. On October 5, 

students, their families and staff gathered to view 

the artwork and to acknowledge the artists. 

Supervisor of Visual and Performing Arts, Ms. 

Donna Sinisgalli greeted attendees before 

introducing Dr. Paula Howard, Deputy 

Superintendent, who congratulated the students 

for the body of artwork on display. Principal Debra 

Joseph Charles was also congratulatory and proud, 

touting the talents of the RPCS students. The art 

teachers gave out certificates to participating 

artists, after a few words from Superintendent of 

Schools, Mr. Ronald C. Lee.  

The work is vibrant, 

capturing the styles of 

such modern artists as 

collagist Romare 

Bearden (pictured left) 

and local New Jersey 

artist Janet Taylor 

Pickett, whose work is 

currently on display at 

the Montclair Art 

Museum.  Also 

represented are large 

graphic optical illusion 

pieces in the style of Bridget Riley and bold 

cultural scenes reminiscent of native Canadian 

artist Norval Morrisseau.  

 

Pictured right: Scenes from RPCS Art Show featuring 

student with artwork. 
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Pictured: RPCS students with certificate and staff. 
 

The RPCS Art Show will be on display through the 

end of October and is open to the public during 

normal business hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Friday.   

Pictured right: Scenes from RPCS Art Show featuring 

student with artwork, art teachers Ms. Barahona and 

Ms. Wszolkowski and Principal Ms. Joseph Charles. 

 

 

 

Smile Day at Orange Preparatory Academy 
  

On October 7, Orange Preparatory Academy celebrated World Smile Day with its 4th annual 

World Smile Day event. The day kicked off as school opened with students being greeted 

with smile stickers by an enthusiastic crew of staff and peers.  The atmosphere was cheerful, 

as students took Smile Day photos, listened to upbeat music, prepared especially for the 

occasion, by Ms. Tammy Baldwin, PE teacher and Stage Crew advisor.  

 

 
Pictured: Smile Day fun at Orange Preparatory Academy. 

 

Organized by Mrs. Malika Berry, School Social Worker, Smile Day was a great start to the 

school day, suggesting that this event should happen with more frequency to bring students 

and staff together while setting a pleasant tone for the day.   
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As is well known by now throughout the world Harvey Ball, a commercial artist from 
Worcester, Massachusetts created the smiley face in 1963. That image went on to become 

the most recognizable symbol of good will and good cheer on the planet. He declared that 
the first Friday in October each year would henceforth be World Smile Day®. Ever since 

that first World Smile Day® held in 1999, it has continued every year in Smiley's hometown 

of Worcester, MA and around the world.  http://www.worldsmileday.com/index.php 

 

 
Pictured: Smile Day fun at Orange Preparatory Academy, including Ms. Berry and the security team. 

Refreshments were offered to visitors in the school’s Community Room and throughout the 

day, staff, many of whom were dressed in smile attire, gave smile stickers to students 

exhibiting pleasantries or doing a good deed.  

 

Orange Preparatory Academy Holds First PTSO Meeting of the 

School Year 
Submitted by Ms. Stephanie Desanges, Community School Coordinator, Orange Preparatory 

Academy 

On October 11, 2016, Orange Preparatory Academy held its 1st Parent Student Teacher 

Organization (PTSO) meeting of the school year. Parents, teachers and students were invited 

to the initial meet and greet and a total of 22 parents, 7 students and 3 

staff members attended the session. Families received information about expectations, 

culture and climate and most of all, a warm welcome from Co-Principals Ms. Aretha Malloy 

and Mr. Dana Gaines. Following the introductions, Community School Site Coordinator, 

Stephanie Desanges, and Family Liaison, Fatima Hubbard, spoke of the benefits of being 

involved in the school’s PTSO, as well as the goal of the organization for the year. Parents 

then completed a short icebreaker activity and were able to welcome one another and 

share useful information.    

     
Pictured (above and below left): Scenes from Orange Prep’s PTSO Meeting. 

 



 9 

To end the meeting, Technology Coordinator, Ms. 

Phipps, gave a short tour of the district and school 

websites. Parents were extremely excited and most of 

all they were thankful for the information they 

received and excited to begin exploring the sites. The 

next PTSO meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, November 8 at 6:00 p.m.  

The meeting organizers thank all who participated in 

the meeting. “What a great start to re-establishing 

the PTSO,” said Ms. Desanges. 

 

FYI   
 

The Orange Public Schools Collects for Haiti 

 

October 14 was a day of support for the current crisis in Haiti. Superintendent of Schools, Mr. 

Ronald C. Lee, authorized a dress down day to raise money to assist the victims in Haiti, as a 

result of Hurricane Matthew.  In exchange for the “dress down,” donations of a $1 donation 

from students and a minimum of $5 from staff was requested.  All proceeds will be provided 

to directly assist families in Haiti. “As people, our greatest gifts shine when we show 

compassion to others when they are in need, said Mr. Lee.  

Additionally, clothing, shoes, bedding, towels, and/or 

cash, can be dropped off at the Board of Education 

office, during the coming week, for victims of Hurricane 

Matthew in Haiti.  A local church will ship the items 

directly to those who need them most. 

 

 

 

Berry’s Butterflies 

 

The Orange Preparatory Academy female mentoring group, Berry’s 

Butterflies, is recruiting mentees for the new school year. Many students 

have expressed an interest in becoming a Butterfly, which will make the 

group over 50 strong and will require more resources. To assist the group 

in its fundraising effort, Ms. Malika Berry, school counselor and group 

leader, has launched a shirt sale. “Our online shirt sale is open and ready 

for patrons,” said Ms. Berry. “Please support the online sale. All proceeds 

will benefit the group’s retreat.  The sale will be open until October 21, 

2016 and shirts will be delivered approximately 2 weeks after the final day. To purchase a 

shirt, in support of Berry’s Butterflies, click the following link: 

https://www.bonfirefunds.com/berrys-butterflies-retreat.  

https://www.bonfirefunds.com/berrys-butterflies-retreat
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Tough Enough to Wear Pink Out 

 

In recognition of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the 

Orange Public School District will again host the annual Pink Out 

Football Game on October 28, sponsored by the district’s Athletic 

Department. Purchasing and wearing the new Pink-Out shirt*, 

which are being sold for $15, will gain the wearer free admission 

to the game against Newark’s Central High School. The game will 

take place at Bell Stadium in Orange at 7:00 p.m.  

Prior to the game, there will be two Pink Out Days, where 

participants will dress down in pink, on Friday, October 21 and 

Friday, October 28, 2016. To voluntarily dress down on those days, participants will make a 

$5 contribution to the American Cancer Society. All proceeds/donations will be presented to 

the American Cancer Society, on October 28, at the game. 

* Pink-Out shirts must be worn for free admission.  

 

National Principals Month 

 

National Principals Month recognizes the essential role that principals play in 

making a school great. Each October, NASSP, NAESP, and AFSA seek to 

honor these unsung heroes for their tireless efforts in pursuit of excellence in 

education. 

National Principals Month is marked by national and state resolutions supporting the event, 

as well as acknowledgements from top government officials. However, the most important 

National Principals Month celebrations are the ones that take place in schools and 

communities across the country. 

Schools, let us know what you are doing to celebrate National Principals Month!  

 

Save the Date - Teen Summit 2016 

 

Summit 2016 is planned for Saturday, November 19 at Lincoln 

Avenue School. Registration is required and will soon be available 

on-line. Stay-tuned for more info 

 

Board of Education Meeting Update 
 

Several presentations were made at the October 11 Board of Education Meeting: Male 

Student Support Program Annual Report, 2016 PARCC Data Presentation and H.I.B. Grade 

Report. Additionally, it was announced that Superintendent Lee was presented with a new 

contract for his review and several calendar changes were discussed. The Violence and 

Vandalism Hearing is now October 21, a Town Hall Meeting is being scheduled for 

November 2 and the November Board Meeting will be held Monday, November 7. Full 

details will be covered in the next E-Mail Blast. 
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See Below for Important Flyers: 

 Fall Preschool Registration Schedule 

 Scholars Academy Back to School Night 

 Scholars Academy Cardboard Challenge 

 Pink-Out Football Game for Cancer Awareness 

 Tornadoes Fall Sports 
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